January 30, 1980

The synthetic fuel programs enacted and proposed by the current Admin-
istration are based on assumptions about the optimal  speed of deployment
of synthetic fuel  production capability.    However, it is possible that
in the next few years,  it will  be determined that a faster rate of
deployment would be optimal.    The development of contingency plans
would allow the Administration to respond efficiently to a faster desired
rate.    The following guidance applies to the Office of the Assistant
Secretary for Resource Applications:

-Guidance:    Consideration should be given to providing contingency
planning to reduce lead times for the development of synthetic
fuel technologies at a much more rapid pace than 1s currently
being pursued.
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